BRITISH   EMPIRE   IN   EUROPE
fodder crops, garden produce, and tree fruits such as oranges, pomegranates, figs, and grapes. Malta oranges are famous, and a principal export, with potatoes and other fruit and vegetables. Cotton was grown formerly, but has been neglected since Egyptian cotton-growing increased. About seven-tenths of the land surface are cultivated, mostly in holdings of three or four acres. To economise the better land, dwellings are concentrated in large villages, on barren ground, and watered from rain tanks, deep wells, or the springs along outcrops of the blue clay which separates upper from lower limestones. From such springs, supplemented now by wells and pumping, the water for the capital is collected near the old capital Notabile,
and conveyed by an aqueduct eight miles long, constructed in 1610-13. Wine is made, but carelessly, and a good deal is imported from Sicily.
There are no mineral products, except limestone, and few industries. Weaving has lapsed since the neglect of local cotton ; but lace and filigree silver are still made, mainly for export. There is fishing for tunny, mackerel, and sardines, and some fish is exported. . Valletta has a fair number of sailing vessels engaged in small traffic with Mediterranean ports. But the large majority of the people are concentrated in the capital, and depend for their living on occupations subsidiary to the arsenal and garrison.
The picturesque costume formerly worn bv Maltese men is now seldom
GOSSIPS   LIKE   HOODED   CROWS   FOREGATHERING   IN   THE   SUNSHINE
This is a very characteristic view of the general planning and architecture of Valletta, the rectangular
open space approached by flights of steps and flanked by right-lined, flat-roofed stone buildings
Incontrovertible identification of the spot as Maltese is furnished by the faldetta-euveloped women
gathered round the centra! stone for a few minutes' rest and conversation
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